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UPCOMING EVENTS  

Admissions Open House 
Sunday, November 17th 
2:00 p.m. 
34 Peter Parley Road  
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 
 
Winter Concert 
Wednesday, December 18th  
6:30 p.m.  
Forest Hills Covenant Church 
455 Arborway 
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130  
 
Save the Date! 
Founders’ ReƟrement Party! 
Saturday, March 22, 2025 
5:30 p.m.  
Irish Social Club West Roxbury 
Contact Johnny Blazes with 
offers to help! 
 

“How’s the transiƟon going with Tracy shiŌing from Level One teacher to Director?” That’s 
likely the most frequent quesƟon we’ve heard this fall since beginning an overlapping year 
of Tracy and Tricia’s leadership. “It’s a giŌ!!” is our resounding response.  

We are grateful for the efforts of NS teachers, parents, and Sustainers who are supporƟng 
this year of co-direcƟng.  Hiring a new lead teacher for Level One, Paige Brooks Cook, is 
one key to our success. As an experienced early childhood educator, Paige is ready to lead 
Level One and to learn from Tracy as a mentor. Leadership coaching for Tracy with NS 
alum parent and former Board Chair, Eleanor Chin, is both affirming and challenging. 
Funded training with the Center for RestoraƟve JusƟce at Suffolk University is fueling 
Tracy’s tank for leading staff, students, and parents towards healthy community and 
equitable relaƟonships. And of course, day to day shared leadership with real life NS 
students, teachers, and parents provides plenty of opportunity to build relaƟonships and 
learn all that is needed. 

A large part of fostering relaƟonships and building community is Ɵme spent with children, 
or “out in the field.” Upon arriving to school, Tracy spends her day greeƟng children and 
parents/caregivers as they arrive and is sure to check in on teachers, too. Knowing the 
learners on a personal level (listening to their stories about what ignites passions inside of 
them), while offering her own stories and experiences, is one of the ways she develops a 
lasƟng connecƟon with children in the NS community,  many of whom are former students 
of hers! 

NS students lead “Music at the Playground for Babies” on FriYay aŌernoons.  
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Tracy and Tricia tend to community roots at NS, alongside teachers who are commiƩed to community care. We model taking Ɵme 
to know one another beyond the surface, seeing each person’s strengths, and caring for each member because this is how 
community deepens. Opening up to share feelings and needs, parƟcipaƟng in meal trains, organizing carpools, and planning 
childcare swaps are some of the ways adults at NS connect. 

One way NS is growing toward jusƟce is working as an interconnected collecƟve to meet one another’s needs.  In a new role as 
Learning and Teaching Leader, Lisa Nam is bringing her decade-plus of experience and experƟse to helping NS students and 
teachers learn what they need in ways that work for them and for the whole group. We’re culƟvaƟng beauƟful ground as a 
learning community when we see and experience each person’s well-being as inextricably bound to our own. Tracy and Lisa 
facilitate weekly teacher learning on Friday aŌernoons this year while Tricia, Drew, and Seth coordinate FriYay aŌernoon mixed-
age choice Ɵme for students. ReƟred NS teachers, current and former parents, and alums are welcome to join the FriYay fun! 

Rooted in Community, Growing Towards JusƟce - that’s what we’re up to at NS in this year of leadership transiƟon. u 

Falling into Learning 

LEVEL ONE 
by Paige Brooks-Cook 

In Level One, we've created a structure for class meeƟngs that lets 
students share their ideas and experiences and present acƟviƟes they 
are working on or have finished. During these meeƟngs, children learn 
to join group discussions, take on different perspecƟves, and present 
their thoughts while receiving feedback. These sessions ensure students 
feel valued and encouraged as they express their viewpoints and 
efforts. We challenge them to be thoughƞul in their decisions and 
reflect on their process. For example, if a student has been playing in 
the dramaƟc play area, they have the chance to explain their story and 
the focus of their play, or if they've painted a picture, they can discuss 
the colors they chose and why. When the class needs to decide how to 
care for classroom materials, we brainstorm soluƟons together. These 
meeƟngs allow children to express their intenƟons, plan, regulate 
collecƟvely, and unite as a classroom community. They learn to share 
responsibility with both their teacher and peers.  
 
 
 
 
 
LEVEL TWO 
by Laurie Bozzi 

Level Two students love math! Recently, during a parƟcularly acƟve 
math class, students played games on a giant 100s-chart they laid out 
on the floor of the classroom. Organizing and then playing games on the 
floor chart allowed students to have fun while seeing two-digit numbers 
in a new way! Skip counƟng paƩerns (such as 5, 10, 15, etc.) became 
more obvious when students hopped, crawled, and danced on them! 
Being physically acƟve while learning can provide new perspecƟves and 
opportuniƟes to synthesize informaƟon. It’s also fun! The lesson 
culminated in an enthusiasƟc game of Twister with students reaching to 
place their hands and feet on numbers and number combinaƟons. 
 
 

conƟnued on next page 

Level Two students play twister on a giant 100s-chart 
to learn about place value and “skip” counƟng. 

Level One students in conversaƟon during a visit to 
Thornton Street Farm and Community Garden. 
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Falling into Learning 
(conƟnued) 

LEVEL THREE 
by Malena CasƟlla & Adlin Mallebranche  

Among our literary pursuits have been our first book club book, The 
Hundred Dresses, and fairy tales. We’ve had engaging discussions 
comparing and contrasƟng adaptaƟons, looking at recurring elements, 
and lisƟng the just desserts for villains, as well as pracƟcing skills like 
summarizing. This is seƫng us up for deeper understandings of folktale 
structures and storytelling. We’re playing outside while the weather is 
sƟll amiable and took a jaunt in the Arboretum, looking at leaf shapes 
and exploring hidden paths (with cool frog pools). Our learning has 
ranged from place value to human rights to KenKens to etymology and 
emoƟons.  
 
 
 
LEVEL FOUR 
by Haeli Warren  

This fall in Level Four, we have stepped into learning around our fall 
themes, including the history of voƟng rights of the United States and a 
novel study of Jason Reynolds' book, Look Both Ways. Our annual 
overnight trip to Farm School was a giŌ, as we had the opportunity to 
explore the land and learn from the farmers, the land, plants, animals, 
and one another. As Level Four conƟnues to grow our community, both 
within and beyond the classroom, our foundaƟon of considering how 
we learn through a model of criƟcal and authenƟc care will guide us.   

Common Cents 

This school year, NS granted over $330,000 in Fair Share 
Scholarship as part of our $1.2M budget, with 50% of our 
families receiving support. Fair Share is what enables us to 
enroll a wide range of learners to create a dynamic community 
representaƟve of Boston's diversity. To fund Fair Share, we 
raised close to $200,000 in contribuƟons last year from alumni 
families, current families, and friends of NS. That’s tremendous! 
Raising the full $330,00 this year will close the gap between 
what we receive in donaƟons and what we offer in 
scholarships. A fully-funded budget equips us to meet student 
learning needs as we hire and retain experienced faculty who 
are representaƟve of our neighborhood and the families we 
serve, and as we look ahead at property-related expenses. 
 
If you have ideas about potenƟal major donors, corporate 
matches, or planned giving, please reach out to Tricia or 
Tracy:  director@neighborhoodschooljp.org  

Level Four and farmers gather together to celebrate 
the end of our Ɵme together at Farm School.  

Level Three students pracƟce a new mulƟplicaƟon  
algorithm in their math journals. 

Music teacher Seth Hanson with Level One.  
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2023-24 Contributions 
The NS Community donated $197,000 last school year! Our sincere thanks to the more than 120 individuals who contributed to the 
Annual Fund in support of the 2024–25 Neighborhood School Fair Share TuiƟon Fund. 

Adam & Erin White 
Alfred & Keila Kiranga 
Alison Rice 
Alta Tarala & Maren Batalden 
Amanda & Gareth Cook 
Angel & Tracy Pimentel 
Angela Phinney 
Ann Philbin & Tim Cross 
Anonymous Donors 
Ashley & Michelle Brooks 
Barbara Leone Brown 
Bernard Gredler 
Beth Eliot Schultz & Drew CurƟs 
Bill & Cindy MiranƟ 
Caitlin Jones & Christopher Taylor 
Caitlin Palm 
Carol Harris 
Charles Poff-Webster 
ChrisƟna & Manish Viola Srivastava 
ChrisƟna Shea 
ChrisƟne Poff 
ChrisƟne PoƩer 
Cicia Lee 
Claire & Roger Dewey 
Cynthia Zabin & David Wean 
Darren Rosebrugh & Renee Wong 
David & Elizabeth Zahniser 
David Bor & Robin Barnes 
David Gibson 
Debka Colson 
Deborah Shepherd & Henry WyaƩ 
Deepak Sampath & Sara Laroche 
Denise Burns 
Diane Davis & Bish Sanyal 
Dinah Shepherd & Nick Thompson 
Dmitry Frenklakh 
Donna DeVaughn 
Donna Griffith & James Budreau 
Drs. ChrisƟe & John Brooks 
Edward & Daria White 
Elizabeth & Trip PoƩer 
Ellen Waylonis 
Engel Sanchez & Ansley Masters 
Eric Rosenthal 
Evan Mehler 
Eve Sorum & John Fulton 
Fernando & Jan Roll Mederos 
Fran Price 
Fred & Diana Dorci 
Galen & Tod MoƩ 
Gary & Candace CharpenƟer 

Gary & Marge Drucker 
Geoffrey O'Connor & Carrie Baldwin 
Ginny & Mark Zanger 
Greg & Kim Heaton 
Gregory Morrow 
Haeli Warren 
Haskell Werlin & Connie Barbour 
Inkwon Jang & Soonyoung Kwon 
Iris & Jim Sindelar 
Jack Wu & Nhat Le 
Jaclyn Secter & Roman Dvoskin 
Jai & ScoƩ Underhill 
James Johnson & Jennifer Badot 
Janet & Ed O'Connor 
Jennifer & Paul Wood 
Jeremy K. Phillips 
Joanna Khalil & Eric Hwang 
John & ChrisƟne Harris 
John & KaƟe Choe 
Johnny Blazes & Brendan Higgins 
Jordan Downing & Kurt Petschke 
Joshua Abrams & Emily Haber 
Jovielle Gers & Joel Sindelar 
Joyce Mallory 
Jud & Kathryn Graves 
Jude Goldman & Ed Braverman 
Judy Flam 
Jun Zhao & Yamin Melody Wei 
Kellyn Lemmon 
Laura & Stewart ChriƩon 
Laurie Bozzi 
Lavinia Pinto & Pedram Parva 
Lea Guise 
Leigh MoƩ-Fleury 
Lesley Strang & Alicia Horwitz 
Lily Steig Schow 
Linda Cohen 
Linda Marc-Clerisme 
Lisa MasoƩa 
Lisa Nam 
Lisa Spinelli 
Lynn Girton & Pat Freedman 
Madeline Pham & Willard Simmons 
Malaika Moses 
Mar Parrilla & Jacob Bor 
Mary Dunning Glenn 
MaƩ Gillman 
MaƩ Sly & Anna Groskin 
Max Braverman & Maggie Jensen 
Maya GeƩer 
Meg & Seth Abramowitz 

Michael Rothman &  
ChrisƟne Fischer-Rothman 

Michaela Morrow 
Miliken & Mary Tyler 
Mindy Fried & Peter Snoad 
Nancy Phillips 
Nina Berger & Robert Reilinger 
Pamela & Doug Berg 
Pamela CharpenƟer 
Patricia Bresky 
Paul & Mary Strang 
Paul Donelan & Donna Woonteiler 
Priscilla Saul 
Renato Milone & Monica Cohen 
Renee McKinney & Jack Zanini 
Renee PiƩman 
Robyn Drucker & Michael Blumenthal 
Ruben Stern & Dalia Llera 
Ruth Grabel 
Sabra Brown & Chyld King 
Samantha Tan 
Samuel Walker 
Sara Stulac & Ari Bernstein 
Sarah & ScoƩ Dryden-Peterson 
Sarah Parker 
Satnarine & Keeran Hariprasad 
ScoƩ & Louise Walker 
Shari & Bruce Feibel 
Sharon Adelman &                                

Herbie Berger-Hershkowitz 
Shawn Smith 
Sheena & Dominic Anello 
Shelly Goehring 
Snehal Shah & Robert Boxer 
Sophia Herscu 
Steve & Jean Baldwin 
Steve YakuƟs & Guy Pugh 
Sue Ellen Beers 
Susanne Bunzel & Timothy Mangin 
Sybil Huggins 
Teresa M. Roberts 
Tina Lin & Ben Hires 
Tobey Geller & Lindsey Williams 
Tom Webster 
Tricia & ScoƩ Morrow 
Vickie Henry & Claire Humphrey 
Virginia Abrams 
Vivian Gainer & Rick Strode 
William Poff-Webster 


