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It’s A Play Year! 
by Johnny Blazes, Drama, Rock Band & Rap Around Teacher 

“If Indigenous wisdom could be medicine for a broken relaƟonship with the earth, the 
moral obligaƟon to share the healing must be paired with a prescripƟon to avoid misuse. I 
hope to inspire an authenƟc revitalizaƟon of a relaƟonship with the land, not by borrowing 
it from someone else but by finding your roots and remembering how to grow your own.”  
 
– Robin Wall Kimmerer, Braiding Sweetgrass for Young Adults 
 
As their drama, music, and social-emoƟonal learning (SEL) teacher, I see inƟmately how 
much anxiety this generaƟon of children carry as they face an uncertain future, 
parƟcularly as the global climate crisis looms larger each day. To process their fears—and 
our collecƟve fears as a Boston community—we will be using Braiding Sweetgrass for 
Young Adults, by Robin Wall Kimmerer, adapted by Monique Gray Smith, as a starƟng 
point for this year’s play. Prof. Kimmerer is a botanist, educator, and enrolled member of 
the CiƟzen Potawatomi NaƟon. Her book braids together Indigenous worldviews of 
graƟtude and reciprocity, scienƟfic knowledge about plants and ecosystems, and the 
history of how Indigenous culture and agricultural wisdom were nearly exterminated. 
 
In creaƟng this year’s play, students in Levels Two through Four will gain an understanding 
of how reciprocal relaƟonships with the earth can offer a way forward towards ecological 
restoraƟon and slowing or stopping climate disaster. They are already arƟculaƟng their 
own ideas about graƟtude, reciprocity, consumerism, interconnectedness, and “becoming 
naƟve” to a place. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Winter Concert 
Wednesday, December 13th 
6:30pm 
Forest Hills Covenant Church 

conƟnued on next page 
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Classroom News 
LEVEL ONE 
by Tracy Pimentel  
This fall, the children of Level One explored the topic of families. 
Thinking about who is part of our immediate family, family 
members we recognize as our “extended family,” and reflecƟng on 
what family means to us has sparked some interesƟng 
conversaƟons for us. Extending our learning to move beyond our 
families by thinking about some of our strengths has carried us 
through the month of October. Diving into our year-long study of 
the rainforest is the plan for the winter and spring months! 
Examining the world map and its conƟnents, disƟnguishing 
between temperate and tropical regions, animals, and the mulƟple 
layers of the rainforest should keep our minds intrigued! Looking at 
ways climate change acƟvists are helping with global climate 
change issues (deforestaƟon, drought, forest fires, less rainfall, etc.) 
will empower our young ciƟzens to take acƟon steps in caring for 
the beauƟful world we live in, rainforests included! 
 
 

 
LEVEL TWO 
by Laurie Bozzi 
Days in Level Two are filled with community building, friendship, 
and lots of learning! In math, we have been playing “chip trading.” 
In it, children roll dice, collect one color chip then trade that color 
for another color once they accumulate 10 chips. Then when they 
have 10 of the next color, they trade up again. Periodically, they 
calculate how many points they have. It’s a vehicle for pracƟcing 
adding, mulƟplying, skip counƟng, and understanding place value 
(as well as many other things). And it’s fun! We are also studying 
bats and discovering the essenƟal role these flying mammals play in 
ecological balance. Field trips to the Franklin Park Zoo and Peabody 
Essex Museum allow us an opportunity to observe two kinds of bats 
in person. 

 
While Level Four is helping me co-create the script through their poetry, character development, dance, and improvisaƟon, Level 
Three is growing in their abiliƟes to listen, cooperate, and co-create through tableau, rhythm, and movement. Level Two will join 
the process in the winter, creaƟng a short vigneƩe that highlights their playfulness and spontaneity, as well as their natural 
affecƟon for the plants and animals we share a planet with. As Robin Wall Kimmerer writes, “All flourishing is mutual”! 
 
Along with many community partners and collaborators who are supporƟng the kids’ learning about botany, Indigenous culture, 
and more, we are very fortunate to be teaming up with the Museum of Science Boston this year in collaboraƟon with their Center 
for Public Science Learning. Their science educaƟon team will be collaboraƟng with us to help us understand some of the science of 
climate change, and our show will be performed at Cahners Theater in the Museum of Science Boston in March 2024. One 
showing will be mostly reserved for school groups and museum visitors, with the second show reserved for NS families and friends. 
There may also be some opportuniƟes for the students to perform excerpts of the show again as well, so stay tuned! 
 
Financial sponsorship helps us create a show with beauƟful sets, costumes, lights, and music to match the imaginaƟons of our 
beauƟful children! If you know an individual or business that would like to sponsor at the $250, $500, or $1000 level—or if that 
individual is you—please reach out to Johnny at jblazes@neighborhoodschooljp.org to find out how to share your giŌs. ã 

Image: Moving our bodies during Morning MeeƟng by 
greeƟng one another in German!  

Image: A chip-trading transacƟon in acƟon!  
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Common Cents:  
Leadership Transition Update 
We've reached a criƟcal moment in leadership succession 
work at NS. Tricia's plan to reƟre in June 2025 is inspiring 
teachers to take a key role alongside Board members and 
Sustainers this year. In their September leƩer to current 
parents, teachers wrote, "Finding a new administrator to 
lead NS into its next chapter is not something that we take 
lightly, because NS is more than just another job, or just 
another school. It is a genuinely unique place, with a leader 
who not only teaches children and adults that learning is a 
process, but models it herself with her constant striving 
towards her own growth.... Like everything at NS, we will do 
this in our own singular way! We are approaching this 
search with lots of care and thoughƞulness. We're taking 
steps this year to envision and enact plans so NS can thrive 
beyond the founders.... OurÊgoalÊisÊtoÊfindÊaÊleaderÊforÊnextÊ
fallÊ soÊ theyÊ canÊ workÊ alongsideÊ Tricia, immersingÊ
themselvesÊ inÊ knowingÊ theÊ extraordinaryÊ placeÊ thatÊ NSÊ
is—andÊ hasÊ been—toÊ andÊ conƟnueÊ theÊ legacyÊ ofÊ theÊ
foundersÊandÊveteranÊteachers."  

LEVEL THREE 
by Malena CasƟlla  
Tidbits from Level Three! We loved our field trip to Lowell, which 
offered a glimpse into the historical workings of the water-powered 
mills, a trolley ride, and a workshop Ɵme engineering carts. Based 
on a poem on bats, students will each be wriƟng their own animal 
poem as they dig into poeƟc structures like the rhyming couplet, 
explore alliteraƟon, and count syllables. Ask your Level Three-er 
what they think Captain Sangra might reveal to Sai in the scene 
from our current read-aloud “The Last Mapmaker,” a Ɵtle 
connected to our broader theme criƟcally considering storytelling in 
mapping, cartography, and geography.  
 
Image LeŌ: From the Field Trip to Lowell, Engineering Workshop 
Teamwork  
 

 
LEVEL FOUR 
by Lisa Nam and Haeli Warren 
In our themaƟc study of botany, ecosystems, and Indigenous 
wisdom of plants, Level Four has been guided by the text of 
Braiding Sweetgrass for Young Adults by Robin Wall Kimmerer. An 
example of a chapter is “Maple NaƟon: A CiƟzenship Guide,” which 
explores the science of the carbon cycle, the civic responsibility of 
humans to play a more reciprocal role in the carbon cycle, and the 
beauty of receiving maple trees’ giŌs with graƟtude. Alongside 
reading that chapter, students collected botanical data from 
Franklin Park to measure carbon storage in trees. Finally, students 
used this learning to parƟcipate in a rally about reducing fossil fuel 
infrastructure in MassachuseƩs. They had the opportunity to write 
and deliver leƩers to Governor Maura Healey about this issue. 

Image Above: Level Four parƟcipated in a Climate Strike on 
September 20th at the State House.   

We need a commitment of $100,000 from friends of NS by March 
15 towards funding our next leader “a year early” to ensure a 
smooth transiƟon. This amount is in addiƟon to our Annual Fund 
goal of $145,000 by May 31. If you or someone in your network 
has the capacity to give a substanƟal Leadership GiŌ to NS this 
year, please reach out to Tricia. Now is the Ɵme to fund NS 
beyond its founders. 

Image: Level Four soaked in the goodness of Farm School during their 
three-day/two-night visit. 
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Aba Taylor 
Adrienne & Lonn Drucker 
Alfred & Keila Kiranga 
Alfred & Sarah Gracombe 
Andrea & Jon Clardy 
Andrew Rainer & Margaret Woo 
Ann Philbin & Tim Cross 
Anna Groskin & MaƩ Sly 
Ashley & Michelle Brooks 
Ashley & Stefan Lanfer 
Barbara Leone Brown 
Bernard Gredler 
Beth Cooney & Rob Sargent 
Beth Eliot Schultz & Drew Eliot CurƟs 
Bruce Mehler & Linda Camp 
Caitlin Jones & Christopher Taylor 
Caitlin Palm  
Carol Harris 
Catherine Harris 
Charlene Tinglof 
ChrisƟna & John Brooks 
ChrisƟna Shea 
ChrisƟne Landry & Megan Reed 
ChrisƟne Poff 
ChrisƟne PoƩer 
Claire & Roger Dewey 
Cornell Coley 
Cynthia Zabin & David Wean 
David & Elizabeth Zahniser 
Deborah Lord 
Deborah Shepherd & Henry WyaƩ 
Deepak Sampath & Sara Laroche 
Denise Burns 
Diane Davis & Bish Sanyal 
Dinah Shepherd & Nick Thompson 
Donna Devaughn 
Donna Griffith & James Budreau 
Donna Thompson 
Ebele Okpokwasiu-Johnson &  
 Daniel Johnson 
Edward & Daria White 
Elizabeth & Christopher PoƩer 
Engel Sanchez & Ansley Masters 
Erica Brooks 
Erin & Adam White 
Evan Mehler 
Eve Sorum & John Fulton 
Fran Price 
Francis Kubala & Bobbi Katz 
Fred & Diana Dorci 

G. Lee & Diana Y. Humphrey 
Galen & Tod MoƩ 
Gary & Candace CharpenƟer 
Gary & Marge Drucker 
Geoffrey O'Connor & Carol Baldwin 
Ginny & Mark Zanger 
Greg & Kim Heaton 
Gregory Morrow 
Haeli Warren 
Ilene & Bruce Fleischer 
Iris & Jim Sindelar 
Jaclyn Secter & Roman Dvoskin 
James Johnson & Jennifer Badot 
Jean Phillip Transtamar 
Jennifer & Paul Wood 
Joanna Khalil & Eric Hwang 
Joe Lieber 
John & ChrisƟne Harris 
Johnny Blazes & Brendan Higgins 
Jonathan Leaning  
Josh Abrams 
Joshua Abrams & Emily Haber 
Jovielle Gers & Joel Sindelar 
Joyce Mallory 
Jud & Kathryn Graves 
Jude Goldman & Ed Braverman 
Judy Flam 
Jun Zhao & Yamin Melody Wei 
Karen & ScoƩ Roby 
Kaye Scherer & Charles Terranova 
Kellyn Lemmon 
Kerri & Joshua Marmol 
Khalil Khalil 
Laura & Stewart ChriƩon 
Lavinia Pinto & Pedram Parva 
Leigh MoƩ-Fleury 
Lily Steig Schow 
Linda Cohen 
Linda Marc-Clerisme 
Lisa MasoƩa 
Lisa Nam 
Lisa Spinelli 
Luke Walker 
Madeline Pham & Willard Simmons 
Malaika Moses 
Marcia & Peter Sly 
Mark O'Brien 
Marsha Parrilla & Jacob Bor 
MaryCatherine Arbour & Jennifer Kasper 
MaƩ Gillman & Eileen Costello 

Max Braverman & Maggie Jensen 
Meg & Seth Abramowitz 
Michaela Morrow 
Miliken & Mary Tyler 
Mindy Fried & Peter Snoad 
Miren Uriarte 
Natalie West & Rob Sellin 
Nhat Le & Jack Wu 
Pamela & Doug Burg 
Pamela CharpenƟer 
Pat Freedman & Lynn Girton 
Paul Donelan & Donna Woonteiler  
Paul Sorum 
Priscilla Saul 
Renato Milone & Monica Cohen 
Renee McKinney & Jack Zanini 
Renee PiƩman 
Renee Wong & Darren Rosebrugh 
Ruben Stern & Dalia Llera 
Ruth Grabel 
Samantha Hale 
Samantha Tan 
Samuel Walker 
Sarah & ScoƩ Dryden-Peterson 
Sarah Parker 
Satnarine & Keeran Hariprasad 
ScoƩ & Louise Walker 
Shari & Bruce Feibel 
Sharon Adelman &  
 Herbie Berger-Hershkowitz 
Shawn Smith 
Sheena & Dominic Anello 
Shelly Goehring 
Snehal Shah & Robert Boxer 
Soonyoung Kwon & Inkwon Jang 
Steve YakuƟs & Guy Pugh 
Sue Ellen Beers 
Sybil Huggins 
Teresa Roberts 
Timothy Roark Mangin & Susanne Bunzel 
Tobey Geller & Lindsey Williams 
Tracy & Angel Pimentel 
Tricia & ScoƩ Morrow 
Vickie Henry & Claire Humphrey 
Virginia Abrams 
Vivian Gainer & Rick Strode 
Zainab Shuaib 

2022-23 Contributions 
The NS Community donated $135,000 last school year! Our sincere thanks to the more than 130 individuals who contributed to 
the Annual Fund in support of the 2023–24 Neighborhood School Fair Share TuiƟon Fund. 


