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Purposefully Small 
by Tricia Morrow, Director  

“It feels like…home,” a sixth grader says as they reflect on their NS experience. When the 
founding team opened NS in 1986, I remember thinking that a house seemed just right for 
creating a learning space where worry-based stomachaches would be infrequent. Keeping 
classes small enough for everyone to be known, and reassuring kids that we would help 
them learn what they are ready to learn, seemed rightly held in a house. Social-emotional 
and academic needs can more readily be met in a small setting led by skilled, caring 
educators committed to social justice. 
  
Who feels at home in that small school matters. In the earliest years of NS, nearly all 
students were children of color. Founding student, and current parent Aba Taylor 
remembers, “It was a Freedom School. A small group of black and brown kids with two white 
women (Joyce and Tricia) who loved us.” The other founding teacher, Donna DeVaughn, 
who also dearly loved the founding children, is African American. Donna moved to public 
school during NS’s first year in order to provide for her family and returned to NS a decade 
later. Shari Zakon Feibel joined staff in 1989 and being a teacher who is Jewish deepened 
our diversity. Shari continues to support students at NS in 2023. 
  
What was in the “secret sauce” in NS’s early years? We spent a lot of time teaching kids 
reading and math “nose to nose”(as founder Joyce Mallory describes diagnostic/prescriptive 
teaching), talking with parents about their children, handling conflicts on the playground, 
exploring Boston, and singing and reciting from “Free to Be, You and Me”. We studied Black 
History and the cultures of our students’ families, noticed stereotypes and prejudice, 
promoted gender equity, practiced non-violence, countered materialism, and created short 
musical plays reflecting our values. An alum who enrolled in 1988, and now writes our plays 
and teaches SEL (social emotional learning) and music at NS, Johnny Blazes, remembers 
how we took the show on the road from JP to City Hall, with children presenting sidewalk 
serenades. We made plenty of mistakes as we lived out Donna’s mantra, “It’s all about love.” 
  
Who feels at home at NS in 2023? Who needs and can access a purposefully small 
school located in JP? These are important questions as we reflect post pandemic and set a 
course for the next decade. We’re surveying parents, listening to students, and talking as 
teachers and leaders. What’s our collective vision beyond founders? We’re meeting 
monthly as a Leadership Committee (Jeremy Phillips, Aba Taylor, Jocelyn Heywood, 
Eleanor Chin, and Tricia Morrow with teacher representatives Haeli Warren, Malena Castilla, 
and Malika Walker). If you have insight to share, we’re listening. 
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LEVEL ONE 
by Tracy Pimentel and Cait Palm  
The children of Level One have relished learning about the fascinating lives of backyard 
birds this fall! Learning about some of the ways birds have adapted their bodies to 
survive in extreme weather in order to be wonderful mates and parents never ceases to 
amaze us. We continue our “Bird Year” this winter with a unit on penguins, Tracy’s 
favorite bird! We brainstormed what we already know about penguins and read books 
on their life cycle. We will focus on individual penguin species, highlight their admirable 
parenting ways, learn about their habitats around the world, and how their bodies and 
diets have adapted to change in climate and environment.   
 
Image: Level One students work together on a penguin-themed scramble puzzle – it’s 
quite challenging!   

 
LEVEL TWO 

by Rachel Shapp and Jordan Bates  

This winter, Level Two is launching two new units of study! With our lab coats and 
safety goggles firmly in place, our young scientists will explore light waves and how 
different materials interact with light. In social studies we are beginning a biography 
unit. We will learn about many different kinds of people – activists, scientists, inventors, 
performers, athletes…you name it! What inspired these folks? How did they make their 
mark? What can we learn from them? Join us at the Learning Fair once winter’s cold 
has dissipated to see the fruits of this learning!   

 
Image: Level Two starts their light unit, exploring the ways that light may be used.  

 
LEVEL THREE 

by Malena Castilla  

Level Three-ers are currently hard at work transforming all their biome research into a 
visual presentation with their partner. We can’t wait to share! From there, we’ll be 
connecting our understanding of the environment with actions and practices in our 
school community. Along with more Earthy learning, we’ll be diving into data, and   

consider how we can take responsibility as a Level within Neighborhood School. More 
on that shortly, so stay tuned! In the meantime, ask your Level Three-er which of the 
Greenglass House’s guests, from our current read-aloud, Greenglass House, they think 
is most suspicious…   

 
Image: Level Three students and their Reading Buddies  

 
LEVEL FOUR 

by Lisa Nam and Haeli Warren  

Level Four is embarking on a thematic unit about immigration - the history of 
immigration policy, current events related to global refugee crises, and ways to build 
solidarity with migrants around the world. Our literacy book is set in Central America, 
and we will be exploring the rich culture of Indigenous Maya peoples, the resilience 
and  peacemaking of Guatemalan communities, and the nuanced history of Central 
American/U.S. relationships. In science, students will build scientific data collection and 
communication skills around the study of sound and music, and “new to us” visiting 
music teacher, Lisa Masotta, returns to NS this winter to help us write our own music. 
And of course, it is time for Grad Projects to begin!  

 
Image: Level Four students working in groups to explore the qualities of sound. 
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Afterschool Update 
by Malika Walker, Afterschool Coordinator 
 
This winter season, the children can look forward to an introduction to new 
winter-themed activities, ice projects, craft club, and fun in the snow! It is 
important to create an environment where students can pursue their 
interests, have meaningful engagement, and grow in everyday skills. The 
goal of Afterschool is to provide the students with a joyful experience in a 
multitude of ways. This program is something I craft with passion 
and intention. I enjoy the kids bringing their smiles and individuality to the 
activities that I plan. I welcome their squeals of excitement accompanied by 
running feet when I announce that, “Inside is open!” The relaxed 
time together allows for me to get to know the students and for them to bond 
with one another. It is a fulfilling and heartfelt time, full of laughs and all the 
things kids say! Afterschool at Neighborhood School has a bit of magic to it, 
and that’s how we like it! 

Common Cents 
We are nearly half way to achieving our giving goal for the 2022-2023 school 
year. We extend heartfelt thanks to all friends who have responded to our 
call for “full share” giving. Raising another $100k by May 31 will take 
community networking and creativity. Do you (or does someone you know) 
have access to a family foundation or matching grants and care deeply 
about one or more of our three funding priorities?  
 

· Fair Share Tuition credits keep economic diversity alive and 

growing among NS families. 

· Increasing teacher salaries and funding professional development 

makes NS a great place to work. 

· Arts funding covers costs associated with creating an original biennial 

play (theater rental, technicians, directors, etc.) and takes the 
message and mission of NS into the community. 

 
Please contact Tricia Morrow (tmorrow@neighborhoodschooljp.org) or 
Kaitlin Harris, NS alum and Development Committee Chair 
(kaitlinmay3@gmail.com) with leads to conversations and/or grant 
opportunities. 

A Level Two student exploring possibilities through 
3-D structure building. 

A Level Four student teaching a Level One friend 
the game of Mancala.  
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2021-22 Contributions 
The NS Community donated $167,000 last school year! Our sincere thanks to the more than 180 individuals who 
contributed to the Annual Fund in support of the 2021-22 Neighborhood School Fair Share Tuition Fund.  
2022-23 Annual Fund contributions are underway and donors will be publicly acknowledged in the Fall 2023 issue.  

Page 4  

Aba Taylor 
Adrienne Drucker 
Alfred & Keila Kiranga 
Alfred & Sarah Gracombe 
Andrea & Jon Clardy 
Andrew Rainer & Margaret Woo 
Angela Phinney 
Ann Philbin & Tim Cross 
Anna Morrow 
Ashley & Michelle Brooks 
Barbara Leone Brown 
Bernard Gredler 
Beth Cooney & Rob Sargent 
Beth Eliot Schultz & Drew Eliot Curtis 
Bruce Mehler & Linda Camp 
Cagen & Marisa Luse 
Cara Ross 
Catherine Harris 
Che Madyun 
Christina & John Brooks 
Christina Shea 
Christine Landry & Megan Reed 
Christine Poff 
Claire & Roger Dewey 
Cloudina & James Eddy 
Cornell Coley 
Corrine Ray 
Cynthia & Rob Guise 
Cynthia Zabin & David Wean 
Daniel Washington 
Darren Rosebrugh & Renee Wong 
David & Elizabeth Zahniser 
David Bor & Robin Barnes 
David Gipstein & Soni Gupta 
Debka Colson 
Deborah Shepherd & Henry Wyatt 
Denise Burns 
Diane Davis & Bish Sanyal 
Dinah Shepherd & Nick Thompson 
Donna Griffith & James Budreau 
Ebele Okpokwasiu-Johnson & Daniel 
Johnson 
Eleanor Chin & Kevin Gillespie 
Elizabeth & Christopher Potter 
Engel Sanchez & Ansley Masters 
Eric Rosenthal 
Evan Mehler 
Eve Sorum & John Fulton 
Felicia Hayes 
Fran Price 
Francis Kubala & Bobbi Katz 
Fred & Diana Dorci 
G. Lee & Diana Humphrey 
Galen & Tod Mott 
Gary & Candace Charpentier 
Geoffrey O'Connor & Carol Baldwin 
Gladys Frias 
Glenda Donald 

Greg & Kim Heaton 
Gregory Morrow 
Haeli Warren 
Haskell Werlin & Connie Barbour 
Heang & Noah Rubin 
Helga & James Thompson 
Hillary Curtis 
Ilene & Bruce Fleischer 
Ines Palmarin 
Inkwan Jang & Soonyoung Kwon 
Ivy Brackup & Heidi Holland 
Jack Wu & Nhat Le 
Jaclyn Secter & Roman Dvoskin 
Jai & Scott Underhill 
J. Johnson & Jennifer Badot 
Jane Whelan Banks & Peter Banks 
Jean Phillip Transtamar 
Jennifer & Paul Wood 
Jeremy K. Phillips 
Joan McCoy 
Joanna Khalil & Eric Hwang 
Joe Lieber 
John & Christine Harris 
John & Joy DePalm 
Johnny Blazes & Brendan Higgins 
Jonathan Leaning  
Joshua Abrams & Emily Haber 
Jovielle Gers & Joel Sindelar 
Joyce Mallory 
Jude Goldman & Ed Braverman 
Judy Flam 
Jun Zhao & Yamin Melody Wei 
Kaitlin Harris-Thomas 
Karen & Scott Roby 
Katie Johnson 
Kaye Scherer & Charles Terranova 
Kemarah & Laurent Sika 
Laura & Stewart Chritton 
Laura Schlesinger 
Lavinia Pinto & Pedram Parva 
Leigh Mott-Fleury 
Leslie & Girma Belay 
Lily Steig Schow 
Linda Cohen 
Linda Marc-Clerisme 
Lisa Masotta 
Lisa Spinelli 
Luke Walker 
Lynn Girton & Pat Freedman 
Madeline Pham & Willard Simmons 
Malaika Moses 
Mar Parrilla & Jacob Bor 
Marcia & Peter Sly 
Maria Roberts 
Martha & Mark Fishman 
Mary & Jon Moorman 
Mary Dunning Glenn 
MaryCatherine Arbour & Jennifer Kasper 

Matt Gillman & Eileen Costello 
Matt Sly & Anna Groskin 
Max Braverman & Maggie Jensen 
Max Gruner & Amy Loyd 
Maya Getter 
Meg & Seth Abramowitz 
Michaela Morrow 
Miliken & Mary Tyler 
Mindy Fried & Peter Snoad 
Miren Uriarte 
Natalie West & Rob Sellin 
Pamela Burg 
Pamela Charpentier 
Paul Donelan & Donna Woonteiler  
Paul Sorum 
Priscilla Saul 
Rachel Katz 
Rachel Shapp & Marc Kantrowitz 
Randal Engelmann 
Renato Milone & Monica Cohen 
Renee McKinney & Jack Zanini 
Renee Pittman 
Ron & Mary Helen Schultz 
Rory Sargent 
Russ D. Martin 
Ruth Grabel 
Sabra Brown & Chyld King 
Samantha Tan 
Samuel Walker 
Sarah & Scott Dryden-Peterson 
Sarah Parker 
Satnarine & Keeran Hariprasad 
Scarlett & Renaldo Diaz 
Scott & Louise Walker 
Shari & Bruce Feibel 
Sharon Adelman & Herbie Berger-
Hershkowitz 
Shawn Smith 
Sheena & Dominic Anello 
Sheila & Len Peterson 
Shelly Goehring 
Snehal Shah & Robert Boxer 
Soo Hong & Edwin Choy 
Steve Yakutis & Guy Pugh 
Sue Ellen Beers 
Susan Trayes & David Gibson 
Sybil Huggins 
Sylvana Dole 
Teresa & Wylie Fisher 
Teresa M. Roberts 
Tobey Geller & Lindsey Williams 
Tricia & Scott Morrow 
Vickie Henry & Claire Humphrey 
Virginia Abrams 
Vivian Gainer & Rick Strode 
Yvette Cozier & Ted D’Amico 
Zainab Shuaib 




