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Reunited on Peter Parley Road 
Reflection on the beginning of a new school year  

by Tricia Morrow, Director  
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“I know I can always come back to Neighborhood School.” It’s a deeply 
affirming sentiment that I’ve taken for granted because I have heard it so many 
times through the years:  from 7th graders at the holiday concert, from new college 
graduates with contributions to make, and most recently from adults looking to 
reconnect with their roots. This past year, though, had more to teach me about the 
fundamental values at the heart of that statement. What does it mean to come back 
to Neighborhood School --  after the first year of a still-raging pandemic? During a 
time of social reckoning? After a new space negotiation that didn’t come together?  

Neighborhood School is built on, for, and about relationships. And I can tell you 
that coming back to Neighborhood School has been joyful this year – in spite of the 
many challenges we face – because of our relationships. Most fundamentally, you 
see it between the children. During the Pump Handle tradition on the first Friday 
(this year reconfigured as the “Bump Handle”, look left for photos), as old friends 
greet each other with big smiles, and new students have their nerves washed away 
in the fun of the game and the warmth of the community, we lay the foundations 
that anchor the spirit of the school. You see it when teachers share lunch on the 
porches, delighted to be reunited on one campus. You also see it between the 
teachers and the students. For example, in addition to relying on and learning from 

NS Teachers (from left) Jai Underhill, Joyce Mallory, Johnny Blazes, Haeli Warren, Scott 
Morrow, Malena Castilla, Anna Slavin, Malika Walker, Drew Curtis, Tracy Pimentel, Shari 
Feibel, Caitlin Palm.  

Level Four Teacher, Lisa Nam 
(right) greets students at  
Bump Handle.  
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Anna & Malena, Level 3 students coming back to Peter Parley after a year of being off-campus are eagerly anticipating 
their opportunities to regularly see and interact with their Level One teacher, Tracy, during Reading Buddies, and 
reconnect with Malika, last year’s Support Teacher, during Afterschool. Jai has magically created more space in the art 
room and children are delighted to meet her there. 

Whether it’s child to child, teacher to child, parent to teacher, teacher to teacher, or the whole parent community to the 
organization – the thing about Neighborhood School relationships is that you can count on them. And this year 
as we come back together to put together a productive, healthy school experience on Peter Parley during the uncertainty 
of the ongoing pandemic, and as we continue to plan for the school’s future during a time of transition and change, we 
are leaning into and relying on those relationships.  

Good relationships that you can count on don’t happen overnight. They need to be cultivated, invested in, and tested, 
and they depend upon a shared vision. Neighborhood School started in 1986 with 3 teachers, 7 students, and operated 
on just a little bit more than a shoestring, but with a vision of what it takes to build a child’s education rooted in joy and 
justice. We have learned that it really does take a village to raise a child, and organizationally, we have invested 
most heavily where it matters: in our community of staff and students. Investing in  staffing builds our capacity 
to offer the best support and expertise to meet the needs of all of our 59 students and their families. We have been 
especially mindful of and attentive to the staffing needs presented by our current challenges of operating during a 
pandemic while also planning for the next stage in our growth. Investing in our Fair Share Tuition commitment 
strengthens our student community by ensuring that our classrooms reflect our neighborhoods and our communities. 
Both investments are key to our success. 

The recent investments that we’ve made include a current staff of 17 to support our school community, and a 
Fair Share Tuition commitment representing  44% of total enrollment. These investments are a significant 
commitment, but we were willing to make them because we know that they will be worth it and because we trust in the 
strength and the wisdom of our community. We are beginning to see the adults our first Neighborhood School students 
have become. “NS helped me become a good person,” was repeated feedback heard when we hosted alumni 
reunions on Zoom last winter.  We are seeing the multitude of ways they are choosing to engage with and change the 
world they are inheriting. When we look at NS adult alums like Ruby Sarron and Luke Walker (see profiles), we are 
seeing what happens when we believe in relationships, when you engage in community, and when you see, respond to, 
and support children and what they bring to the learning relationship.  

It is with this hopeful vision for the future, that I ask you to join us. We are unequivocally, enthusiastically, and 
passionately here for our current students, our staff, our current families, as well as our alumni and alumni family – and 
we hope that you are there for us as well as we write this next chapter of the Neighborhood School history together 
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Alumni Profiles 

Why do you count on NS? What's remarkable to you about NS? 

Ruby Sarron, NS Class of 2005  
During her impromptu visit to Boolie Day in June, Ruby shared:  
“I just had to turn around my car when I glanced and saw a 
bouncy house at the church. These are my people! I’m an original 
Boolie and it’s Boolie Day! How cool that this tradition is still 
happening in a pandemic nearly 20 years after we did that play. 
Neighborhood School is where I made friends, had fun, and 
developed confidence. The plays were a good challenge. And I 
started to develop social consciousness. I’ve worked for Emily’s 
List and now for ActBlue and NS is part of who I am as an 
activist.” 
 
Ruby lives in Boston, is getting married this fall, and works as 
Director of Training for ActBlue. 

Luke Walker, NS Class of 2005  
“The teachers and curriculum at NS helped me to 
become curious  - curious about myself, others, and the world 
we live in. I was continually reminded that I am special and 
encouraged to know that this specialness is worth exploring and 
sharing! From finger painting, African dance, physical ed, 
panorama projects, rock band, and school plays, I was given 
opportunities to show up boldly and without shame. My years at 
NS gave me a deep inner confidence, something I’ve come to 
recognize as a rare and invaluable blessing.” 
 
Luke (pictured right) and his brother Sam Walker (NS Class of 
2003) operate Walker Brothers Beverage Company, based in 
Nashville. Check out Drink Walker Brothers and try their high 
gravity kombucha!  

Jai Underhill, NS Specialist teacher, with  
Nikoi Coley-Riberio (NS Class of 2006) at Spontaneous 
Celebrations where Nikoi teaches capoeira among 
other work in his life.   

Kaitlin (Harris) Thomas attended NS in the early 1990's and remembers 
the Neighborhood Garden show. She and her family are moving from 
Utah to New England this fall. Kaitlin is a member of the NS 
Development team! 
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2020-21 Contributions 
We exceeded our goal and raised $131,000! Our sincere thanks to the more than 150 individuals who contributed to the 
Annual Fund in support of the Neighborhood School Scholarship Fund. 
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Aba Taylor 
Alfred & Keila Kiranga 
Alfred & Sarah Gracombe 
Angel & Tracy Pimentel 
Ann Philbin & Tim Cross 
Anna Slavin 
Ansley Masters & Engel Sanchez  
Ashley & Stefan Lanfer 
Audrey Zabin & Neal Levitan 
Barbara Leone Brown 
Bernard Gredler 
Beth Cooney & Rob Sargent 
Beth Eliot Schultz & Drew Curtis 
Bruce Mehler & Linda Camp 
Caitlin Palm  
Candice Caines-Francis & Hugeton 
Francis 
Cara Ross 
Carol Harris 
Catherine Harris 
Christina & John Brooks 
Christina Shea 
Christine Poff 
Christine Potter 
Chungchu & Kwangfu Hwang 
Claire & Roger Dewey 
Claudina & James Eddy 
Cynthia Zabin & David Wean 
Darcelle & Carlson Breneus 
Darren Rosebrugh & Renee Wong 
David and Elizabeth Zahniser 
Debka Colson 
Deborah Lord 
Deborah Shepherd & Henry Wyatt 
Diane Davis & Bish Sanyal 
Dinah Shepherd & Nick Thompson 
Dmitry Frenlach 
Donna Griffith & James Budreau 
Eileen Costello 
Elaine Brackup 
Elizabeth & Christopher Potter 
Ethyl & Benjamin Haber 
Evan Mehler 
Eve Sorum & John Fulton 
Fernando & Jan Roll Mederos 
Fran Price 
Francis Kubala & Bobbi Katz 
Fred Dorci 
G. Lee & Diana Y. Humphrey 
Galen & Tod Mott 
Geoffrey O'Connor & Carol Baldwin 
Gideon Kantrowitz 
Gladys Frias 
Greg & Kim Heaton 
Haskell Werlin & Connie Barbour 
Heang & Noah Rubin 
Helga & James Thompson 

Ilene & Bruce Fleischer 
Ingrid Hoogendoorn & Julie Ecker 
Inkwan Jang & Soonyoung Kwon 
Ivy Brackup & Heidi Holland 
Jaclyn Secter & Roman Dvoskin 
Jai & Scott Underhill 
James Johnson & Jennifer Badot 
Jean Phillip Transtamar 
Jennifer & Paul Wood 
Jeremy K. Phillips 
Joan McCoy 
Joanna Khalil & Eric Hwang 
Joe Lieber 
John & Christine Harris 
John & Joy DePalm 
John & Katie Choe 
Johnny Blazes & Brendan Higgins 
Jonathan Leaning 
Joshua Abrams & Emily Haber 
Jovielle Gers & Joel Sindelar 
Joyce Mallory 
Jud & Kathryn Graves  
Jude Goldman & Ed Braverman 
Judy Flam 
Jun Zhao & Yamin Melody Wei 
Kaitlin Harris-Thomas 
Karen D’Amato & Neil Dinkin 
Kaye Scherer & Charles Terranova 
Kellyn Lemmon 
Kemarah & Laurent Sika 
Kerri & Joshua Marmol 
Larry & Maria Roberts 
Laura & Stewart Chritton 
Laura Schlesinger 
Leigh Mott-Fleury 
Leslie & Girma Belay 
Lily Steig Schow 
Linda Cohen 
Lisa Masotta 
Lisa Nam 
Luke Walker 
Lynda & Ken Dryden 
Lynn Girton & Pat Freedman 
Madeline Pham & Willard Simmons 
Maisha Moses 
Malaika Moses 
Marisa & Cagen Luse 
Mary Dunning Glenn 
Matt Gillman 
Matt Sly & Anna Groskin 
Max Braverman & Maggie Jensen 
Meg & Seth Abramowitz 
Michaela Morrow 
Miliken & Mary Tyler 
Mimi & Hylton Jolliffe 
Mindy Fried & Peter Snoad 
Nancy Phillips 

Natalie West & Rob Sellin 
Nina Berger & Robert Reilinger 
Pamela Burg 
Pamela Charpentier & Lisa Spinelli 
Paul Donelan & Donna Woonteiler 
Paul Sorum 
Priscilla & Marshall Milner 
Priscilla Saul 
Rachel Shapp & Marc Kantrowitz 
Renato Milone & Monica Cohen 
Renee McKinney & Jack Zanini 
Renee Pittman 
Robert & Janet Moses 
Ronan Canty 
Ruben Stern & Dalia Llera 
Ruth Grabel 
Sabra Brown & Chyld King  
Samantha Hale 
Samantha Tan 
Samuel Walker 
Sarah & Scott Dryden-Peterson 
Sarah Parker 
Satnarine & Keeran Hariprasad 
Scott & Louise Walker 
Scott Farrell-Forstein 
Shailah Stewart & Chris Souris 
Shari & Bruce Feibel 
Sharon Adelman & Herbie Berger-
Hershkowitz 
Shawn Smith 
Sheena & Dominic Anello 
Sheila & Len Peterson 
Siana La Forest & David Nagle 
Snehal Shah & Robert Boxer 
Soo Hong & Edwin Choy 
Sora Harris-Vincent 
Stephen Groskin 
Steve Yakutis & Guy Pugh 
Sue Ellen Beers 
Susan Trayes & David Gibson 
Susanne Colson 
Sybil Huggins 
Teresa Roberts 
Tobey Geller & Lindsey Williams 
Trethewey Brothers, Inc.  
Tricia & Scott Morrow 
Virginia Abrams 
Vivian Gainer & Rick Strode 
W. Gregory Mason & Lauren Clarke-
Mason 
Will Thompson 
Young Hong 
Zainab Shuaib 
 
 
 
 


