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NS Graduation is an annual love-fest that reminds all who attend of 
the difference learning at NS makes in the lives of children and their 
families. Our nine graduates were shining as they recounted chal-
lenging and rewarding times in their journeys at NS as learners and 
friends. Some spoke of how terrifying it was when they realized 
something was not typical or effective in their learning; NS proved to 
be a place where they found strategies and methods that worked, 
alongside teachers and classmates who cared.  Some spoke of the 
challenge of feeling “other“ in a place intended to feel like home and 
their journey to find allies and understanding. All recounted the bene-
fit of becoming known well enough to let down defenses, make mis-
takes, learn, and HAVE FUN!   
 
Speaking of having fun, our last day of school featured a Boolie Day 
carnival at the church followed by a backyard assembly complete 
with Recorder, Rock Band, Grad Skit, Good-bye Books, and Wood 
Chip signing. We go the distance in helping our students, teachers, 
alums, and parents know each one is seen, loved, and equipped to 
make a good difference in our communities. Cheers!!  

A Loving Launch 
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We thank Peg Bonnice 

for eight plus years as a 

creative and dedicated 

NS teacher. From quilt-

ing to Maker Space, 

with lots of reading and 

math throughout, Peg 

engineered memorable 

projects. Always a 

learner, we wish Peg 

well and all the best in 

her next endeavors! 

Hazel Glory Higgins 

Blazes (3-22-19) 

made her NS debut 

at graduation with her  

adoring parents 

Johnny Blazes and 

Brendan Higgins. 

Recent High School Grads (NS Alums, class of 2013) were invited to Boolie Day as a reunion.  

Callie Demos, Teresa Lourie, Nick Morrow, and Nia Hart (with sister Zora, not pictured) stopped by 

and joined the fun. Nia’s dad, Sherman Hart, shared a joke (per usual) with Donna and Joyce. Let’s 

grow this new tradition!  
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Common Cents  
Children of Neighborhood School contributed their artwork on Annual Appeal envelopes and remind-

er cards this year in order to help achieve our goal of raising $65,000 in total giving and increasing 

the number of contributors. Their artistic 

efforts reaped an encouraging reward 

when it was announced at our final as-

sembly in May that we had reached our 

goals, thanks in large part to their help. 

The children cheered wildly knowing they 

had made a good difference. We’re 

raising the bar in 2019-2020 and looking 

for more Sustainers of NS to go deep 

towards Scholarship and for more alumni 

and alum parents to join us in keeping 

NS financially healthy as it grows on 

beyond its founders.  

Sustainers Making an Impact  
The Spring Sustainers meeting in March was held at the home of Eleanor Chin and Kevin Gillespie. 

David Gibson shared an update from the Tech Committee. Goals for the coming school year include 

an improved school database, enhanced network to accommodate FIOS, and coordinated communi-

cation. The work of the Leadership Committee is focused on supporting the development of a Lead-

ership team at the school, and developing an Employee Handbook. Fund Development,  led by 

Leslie Belay, presented goals and solicited  input as a newly formed group. This group moved for-

ward in June to present a proposal to the board to fund grant writing and donor cultivation in the new 

school year. A Space Committee is needed this year and Board President Linda Camp (alongside 

Tricia and Scott Morrow and Joyce Mallory) sat with an informative participant, Jeanne Pinado, who 

brainstormed first steps in forming a group to discern space needs and alternatives for the school as 

it grows beyond its founders. The Sustainers Circle is open to former or current NS Parents/

Teachers/Friends who are interested and have time and resources to offer in supporting 

Neighborhood School. Contact Linda Camp (lindawellscamp@gmail.com) or Tricia with your inter-

est.  

Current Parents Hit 100%! 
Thanks to the gracious leadership of NS Parent 

Malaika Moses and her steady parent team of 

“reminders”, NS Parents for the second year in a row 

achieved their goal of 100% participation in the Annu-

al Appeal. In addition to keeping their commitments to 

tuition and aftercare fees, NS Parents understand the 

importance of balancing the books as the school 

regularly “gives” (in program services) more than it 

requires in fees. Giving makes the difference and NS 

Parents are “all in” for sure!  
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2018-19 Contributions 
Our sincere thanks to the more than 170 individuals and organizations who contributed                     

to the Annual Appeal, Scholarship Fund, and Simone Johnson Memorial Fund. 

Alan Lazar  Alfred & Sarah Gracombe  Amanda & Gareth Cook  Amy Lloyd & Max Gruner  
 Ana Tavares & Fidencio Saldana  Andrew Rainer & Margaret Woo  Angela Phinney 

 Ann Philbin & Tim Cross  Anna Slavin  Ansley Masters & Engel Sanchez  Ashley & Michelle Brooks   
Ashley & Stefan Lanfer  Audrey Zabin  Barbara Leone Brown  Barbara Stevens  Benevity, Inc.   

Bernard Gredler  Bertram Okpokwasili  Beth Cooney & Rob Sargent   
Beth Eliot Schultz & Drew Eliot Curtis  Betsy Abrams  Blanca Bastanzuri & Ralph Loring   

Bright Funds Foundation  Bruce Mehler & Linda Camp  Cara Ross  Carol Harris   
Carolyn & Noah Rubin  Charles Field  Charlotte Clarke  Christina & Haldan Martinson  Christina Shea 

 Christina Tinglof  Christine Landry & Megan Reed  Christine Poff  Claire & Roger Dewey   
Claudia Harris  Claudina & James Eddy  Connie Barbour & Haskell Werlin  Cynthia & Rob Guise   

Cynthia Sullivan  Cynthia Zabin & David Wean  Dananai Morgan  Darcelle & Carlson Breneus   
Deborah Lord  Deborah Shepherd & Henry Wyatt  Denise Burns  Devin McPhie   

Diane Davis & Bish Sanyal  Dimity Thorton  Donna DeVaughn  Donna Griffith & Jim Budreau   
Drs. John & Christie Brooks  Ebele & Daniel Johnson  Edwin Choy & Soo Hong  Eileen Costello  

Elaine Brackup  Eleanor Chin & Kevin Gillespie  Elizabeth & Christopher Potter  Emily Wean  
Emma Gillespie Cox  Eric Rosenthal  Ethyl & Benjamin Haber  Eve Sorum & John Fulton   

Farah Firmin  Fernando & Jan Roll Mederos  Fidelity Corporation  Fran Price   
Francis Kubala & Bobbi Katz  G. Lee & Diana Y. Humphrey  Gabriela Cohen  Galen & Tod Mott   
Gary & Candace Charpentier  Ginny & Mark Zanger  Gladys Frias  Harry C. & Janice F. Bichsel   

Heidi Strike  Helga & James Thompson  Hillary Curtis  Hylton & Mimi Jolliffe  Ilene & Bruce Fleischer  
Ines Palmarin  Itai Lourie & Teresa Doyle  Ivy Brackup & Heidi Holland  Jai & Scott Underhill   

J Johnson & Jennifer Badot  Jane Whelan Banks & Peter Banks  Jennifer & Paul Wood   
Jesse Epstein & Gavin Thomas  Joanna Khalil & Eric Hwang  John & Katie Choe  John Maxfield  
Johnny Blazes  Jonathan Leaning  Joshua Abrams & Emily Haber  Jovielle Gers & Joel Sindelar   

Joy & John De Palm  Joyce Mallory   Jude Goldman & Ed Braverman  Judy Flam  Julie Baldwin Hall  
Jun Zhao & Yamin Melody Wei  Kaitlin Thomas  Kangti G. King  Karen & Scott Roby   

Katy Boucher Shamitz  Kellyn Lemmon  Kemarah & Laurent Sika  Kerri & Josh Marmol  Khalil Khalil  
Laura & Stewart Chritton  Laura Schlesinger  Leigh Mott Fleury  Leslie & Girma Belay  Lillian Carlo   

Linda Cohen  Lisa Masotta  Lora Chatfield  Malaika Mitchell  Marcia & Peter Sly   
Margaret (Peg) & William Bonnice  Marta Gredler  Mary and Jon Moorman  Matt Sly & Anna Groskin  
Meg & Seth Abramowitz  Michael Dineen  Michelle Marshall & Sybil Huggins  Miliken & Mary Tyler  
MilliporeSigma  Murray Adelman Hershkowitz  Natalie West & Robert Sellin  Naveen Hariprasad  

Nickesha & Jabbar White  Pam Burg  Pam Charpentier & Lisa Spinelli  Pat Freedman & Lynn Girton  
Paul Donelan & Donna Woonteiler  Priscilla Saul  Renee McKinney & Jack Zanini   

Renee Pittman-Williams  Richard & Sally Bawcombe  Rick Dorci   
Robert & Janet Moses  Robin Golinski  Ruben Stern & Dalia Llera  Ruth & Arvin Grabel   

Sabra Brown & Chyld King  Samantha Hale  Samantha Tan & Gibrán Rivera  Sandra Lowe   
Sarah & Scott Dryden-Peterson  Sarah Parker-Gellar  Satnarine & Keeran Hariprasad   

Scarlett & Renaldo Diaz  Scott & Louise Walker  Shailah Stewart & Chris Souris  Shari & Bruce Feibel   
Sharon Adelman & Herbie Berger-Hershkowitz  Shawn Smith  Sheena & Dominic Anello   

Sheila & Len Peterson  Sheila Traphagen  Siana LaForest & David Nagle  Snehal Shah & Rob Boxer  
Soo Kwon & Inkwon Jang  Steve Yakutis & Guy Pugh  Sue Ellen Beers   

Susan Goodman & Zachary Klein  Susanne Colson  Taciana Ribeiro-Saab & Pedro Saab   
Teresa M. Roberts  Tobey Geller  Tom Webster  Tracy & Angel Pimentel  Tricia & Scott Morrow   

Veronica Johnson  Vickie Henry & Claire Humphrey  Virginia Abrams  Young Hong   
Yvette Cozier & Ted D’Amico  Zainab Shuaib  Anonymous Donors 


